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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to 17 February 2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2.4-8 and 10 . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-2, 4-8, and 10 are allowed. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 1-2, 5-7, and 8 is the inclusion of the 
limitation of the area in which the sensor values are read are discarded 18.5 mm upstream of a 
seam on a carrying belt and 18.5 mm downstream of the seam, which is found in all of claims 1- 

2, 5-7, and 10 but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 4 and 10 is the inclusion of the limitation of 
the area in which the sensor values are read are discarded 12.8 mm upstream of a seam on a 
carrying belt and 12.8 mm downstream of the seam, which is found in all of claims 4 and 10, but 
not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 



Response to Amendment 

Examiner is entering the filed amendments to the claims, abstract, and specification. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-2846. The 
examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 9:00 am-5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



PL 3/17/05 




